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Introduction, ed. Graciela Iglesias-Rogers (Abingdon: Routledge, 2021; pp. 
xvi + 319. £120).

This book does exactly what it says on the tin. Its purpose is to introduce 
and to explore a novel conceptual construct, the ‘Hispanic-Anglosphere’. This 
term describes the framework within which connections between the Hispanic 
and British ‘worlds’—metropolitan, imperial and diasporic—took shape. The 
book argues, in particular, that during the long nineteenth century the British 
Isles became ‘a crucial hub for the global Hispanic world and a bridge between 
Spanish Europe, Africa, Asia, and the Americas’ (p. 1). It suggests that the best 
way to make sense of the relationships which emerged is to adopt a version 
of the ‘entangled history’ paradigm, on the grounds that this allows scholars 
to press beyond the straightforward identification of transnational networks 
and communities, and to get at ‘the modalities and outcomes of intercultural 
connectedness’ (p. 5). Having made these points in the introduction, the editor 
then sets the contributors off running after subjects of their choice.

The ten full-dress chapters cover an impressive range of issues, and types 
of history. Topics include the role of Spaniards in the birth of revolutionary 
syndicalism in fin-de-siècle London; English influences on primary education 
in post-revolutionary Chile; and the attempt to domesticate Peruvian alpacas 
across various regions of the British world, which seems to have involved 
putting up with some powerfully unpleasant expectoration (p. 152). The extent 
and quality of empirical research is high throughout. The most arresting 
and conceptually ambitious chapter is the first one, by the editor Graciela 
Iglesias-Rogers and José Brownrigg-Gleeson Martínez, which explores how 
the word ‘colonies’ gained purchase in Spanish-language discussions of the 
Spanish empire as a result of exchanges with the British and Irish worlds. It is 
full of suggestive points about translation, mistranslation, cultural exchange 
and the unexpected global consequences of the Procrustean lenses through 
which British and Irish writers thought about the management of overseas 
possessions. It should persuade a broad audience of the significance of the 
programme proposed in the book.

The ten main chapters do not exhaust the volume. The book arises from 
a grant-funded international research project, which has involved lashings 
of public engagement, and site-specific teaching. As a result, it also includes 
various reflections on Tyntesfield, the North Somerset National Trust property 
at which the germinating workshops and public events were held. The house 
was formerly the seat of the Gibbs family, who made their fortune in Spanish 
and Latin American trade, and whose Hispanic interests are literally carved 
into the fabric of the building. Following the substantive chapters, most of the 
second part of the book is taken up with short (mostly 1–4 page) biographies 
of men and women whose lives bridged the Hispanic and British worlds in 
different ways, including travellers, merchants, musicians, journalists and 
naval employees. These ‘Entangled Lives’, as they are termed, are followed by 
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discussions of several pieces of material culture which crossed the same divides, 
encompassing sculpture, portraiture, letters and buildings. All the biographies 
and vignettes are interesting, and they certainly help to reinforce the wider 
themes of the book. But it is asking a lot of a reader to sustain momentum 
through an arbitrarily selected set of alphabetically arranged life stories, and 
these entries work much more happily in their original context, as part of a 
valuable reference resource on the research network’s website. The project’s 
programme of public engagement has furnished at least one quite magnificent 
titbit, the value of which would be admitted by even the most hidebound 
inhabitant of the ivory tower: the name of the fourth child of an eccentric 
Anglo-Spanish couple, Lyulph Ydwallo Odin Nestor Egbert Lyonel Toed-mag 
Hugh Erchenwyne (The) Saxon Esa Cromwell Orma Nevill Dysart (Second) 
Plantagenet Tollemache-Tollemache (1876–1961) (p. 12).

The book is designed to be ‘suggestive’ about the scope and significance 
of British-Hispanic entanglements in the long nineteenth century. In this, it 
succeeds handsomely. Iglesias-Rogers’ suggestions for next steps in researching 
the subject are reasonable: more investigation of leads offered by the public, 
more work on marginalised ethnicities, more studies of country houses 
(pp. 295–8). But if ‘Hispanic-Anglo’ history is to take off in the way that, say, 
Anglo-American history has in recent years, some bigger conceptual questions 
will need to be posed and answered.

From a British history perspective, for instance, it seems important to 
ask about the coherence and comparative significance of Hispanic-Anglo 
entanglements between the late eighteenth and early twentieth centuries. 
Iglesias-Rogers is at pains to stress that the ‘Hispanic-Anglosphere’ should 
be understood as more than a carve-out from a wider Atlantic history, and 
that the framework also embraces Spanish diasporas and possessions elsewhere 
in the world (p.  2). But there is not much on these lesser-known parts of 
the ‘sphere’ in the present volume, in which more familiar British–Latin 
American and British–Spanish dimensions take precedence, and many of the 
entanglements discussed are straightforwardly bilateral. So there is still work to 
do to demonstrate the wider analytic benefits of the concept. To what extent, in 
fact, is it helpful to think in terms of a globe-spanning ‘sphere’, rather than of 
a series of more specific, direct relationships facilitated by particular linguistic 
competences? How far did British contemporaries write or operate in terms of 
(versions of ) a ‘Hispanic world’, or vice versa? And most fundamentally, what 
were the distinctive features of Hispanic-Anglo connections which make them 
worth studying as such, rather than as subsidiary branches of a transnational 
history divided along alternative axes? To ask these questions invites reflection 
on the relative significance of Hispanic-Anglo political, cultural and 
intellectual relations in the long nineteenth century. Clearly, various other 
countries and their imperial possessions played more consistently prominent 
roles in the British public imagination than Spain and its (former) empire did, 
above all France and the United States. This had much to do with geography 
and history, but even more to do with these countries’ obvious prominence 
on the international stage. Considerations of geopolitical, economic and 
commercial power must have a larger role to play in future work on the 
‘Hispanic-Anglosphere’. In short, there is plenty of arguing and refining left to 
do, in which British political and intellectual historians—conspicuous by their 
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absence in this volume—will have to become more prominently involved. As 
the book demonstrates, the rewards should be substantial.

A last point about the marketing of the volume. As of June 2021, the 
hardback costs £120, while the eBook is a quarter of that price, and can be 
‘rented’ for even less. Many prospective individual purchasers will gravitate 
quite naturally towards the on-screen option. But at the time of writing, 
Routledge’s digital version is yoked to the VitalSource platform, which was 
new to this reviewer. It is perhaps the ugliest, slowest and most obtuse way 
of presenting copy-protected texts which the academic publishing industry 
has yet devised. The facility to mark up the text with ‘emoji reactions’, and 
even the ability to highlight in ‘groovy green’, are not obviously acceptable 
compensations for removing the ability—still coveted by some historians—to 
tell precisely what page you are on. There is no meaningful relief to be found 
in printing, since the platform restricts ‘renters’ to printing a maximum of 
two pages at a time. Reading the book in this format does a serious injustice 
to a significant work. It is to be hoped that Routledge will reconsider how it 
chooses to package the results of its authors’ labours.

ALEX MIDDLETON
doi:https://doi.org/10.1093/ehr/ceac023 St Hugh’s College, Oxford, UK
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